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Revolution First and National Standard
———On the Narrative Logic in the Second Handshake

YANG Yili

(School of Language and Literature, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023 China)

Abstract: Love and science are two themes in Zhang Yang’ s the Second Handshake. The two themes construct it-

self with two kinds of narrative logic; revolution first and national standard. These two kinds of narrative logic

have a logical structure of binary opposition. As the opposite of Old Society,

“revolution first” stitches “revolution

and love” , “revolution and science” and “revolution and intellectual” together. With negative impression of for-

eign countries, the novel tries to prove the wisdom and justness of the Chinese people. “

Revolution first” and “na-

tional standard” are a pair of isomorphic concept. In the novel, they construct each other and finish the circular

argument of revolution, nationality and science.

Key words : Zhang Yang; the Second Handshake; revolution first; national standard; narrative logic
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